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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 1 1 & 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cannon et al. (U.S. 6,104,582). 

Regarding claim 1, Cannon discloses a method for providing a device with protection from 
weather events [ figs.1-2, col.2, lines 3-17 and col.3, lines 10-23 ] comprising: 

- receiving (32) a notification from a weather event / severe weather [ col.4, lines 11-17 and 
lines 58-67 ]; 

- determining (32) at least one weather characteristic as a local storm / wind alert warning [ 
col.2, lines 53-67 , col.4, lines 58 to col.5, line 19 ]; 

- a computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication server (30) for 
receiving / determining the weather event such as local storm / wind alert warning [ col.3, lines 
10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19]; 
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- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 
and col.3, lines 10-24 ]. 

Regarding claims 2-3 , The notification is received from a weather monitoring device as the 
weather service communication server (30) or radio , TV channel , by any radio frequency 
wireless communication [ figs. 1,4, col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 1 1-33 ]. 

Regarding claim 4, The computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication 
server (30) for receiving / determining the weather event such as severe weather / local storm / 
winds alert warning [ col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]. 

Regarding claims 6 & 1 1, The computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection 
action when the severe weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ 
fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 and coL3, lines 10-24 ]. 

Regarding claim 32, Cannon discloses a system for configuring a device / computer system (10) 
for protection from weather events [ figs.1-2, col.2, lines 3-17 and col.3, lines 10-23 ] 
comprising: 



• 
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- receiving (32) a notification from a weather event / severe weather [ col.4, lines 11-17 and 
lines 58-67]; 

- determining at least one weather characteristic as a local storm / wind alert warning [ col.2, 
lines 53-67 and col.4, line 58 to col.5, line 19 ]; 

- a computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication server (30) for 
receiving / determining the weather event such as local storm / wind alert warning [ col.3, lines 
10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19]; 

- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 
and col.3, lines 10-24 ]. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 5, 10, 21-26 & 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



over Cannon et al. (U.S. 6,104,582). 
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Regarding claim 5, Cannon does not mention the ascertaining includes querying a database of the 
computer system . 

However, Cannon does disclose the computer system (10) is connected to a weather 
service communication server (30) for receiving / determining the weather event such as local 
storm / wind alert warning [ col. 3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]; 

- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area and prior to power down 
of the computer system (10) which preferably saves data currently in the computer system to a 
hard drive system [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 and col.3, lines 10-24 ] . Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ the system of Cannon for calling , 
questioning & monitoring attention to the severe weather characteristic accuracy. 

Regarding claim 10, The notification is received from a weather monitoring device as the 
weather service communication server (30) or radio , TV channel , by any radio frequency 
wireless communication [ figs. 1,4, col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 1 1-33 ]; 

- the computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication server (30) for 
receiving / determining the weather event such as severe weather / local storm / winds alert 
warning [ col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]; 
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- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 
and col.3, lines 10-24]. 

Regarding claim 21, Cannon discloses a system for protection devices / computer system (10) 
from weather events [ figs.1-2, col.2, lines 3-17 and col.3, lines 10-23 ] comprising: 

- receiving (32) a notification from a weather event / severe weather [ col.4, lines 11-17 and 
lines 58-67 ]; 

- determining at least one weather characteristic as a local storm / wind alert warning [ col.2, 
lines 53-67 and col.4, line 58 to col.5, line 19 ]; 

- a computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication server (30) for 
receiving / determining the weather event such as local storm / wind alert warning [ col.3, lines 
10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19]; 

- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 
and col.3, lines 10-24]. 

Cannon fails specifically mention the system comprising a plurality of devices 
communicatively coupled over a network . 

However, Cannon discloses the system for protection devices / computer system (10) 
from weather events NOT ONLY to the computer itself, the system may include other electronic 
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communication devices such as televisions (40), VCRs , audio devices (50), telephones and etc. 
may connect to the network as desired by the users [ fig.4, col.6, lines 45-62 ]. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the system of Cannon for 
determining , monitoring and protecting a plurality of devices due to the severe weather 
characteristic from the notified weather event . 

Regarding claim 22, The notification is received from a weather monitoring device as the 
weather service communication server (30) or radio , TV channel , e-mail or by any radio 
frequency wireless communication [ figs.1,4, col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 1 1-33 ]. 

Regarding claim 23, The computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication 
server (30) for receiving / determining the weather event such as local storm / wind alert warning 
[ col.3, lines 10-24 and coL4, lines 8-19 ]; 

- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 
and col.3, lines 10-24]. 

Cannon does not specifically disclose the system does not take protective action to protect 
at least one device of plurality of devices which is ascertained as not susceptible to the 
determined weather characteristic from notified weather event . 
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However, today most of our homes may have at least one of device such as portable 
electronic fan , smoke detector , refrigerator , drying machine , etc. does not take protective 
action to protect which is ascertained as not susceptible to the determined weather characteristic 
from notified weather event is an obvious in our modern life as skilled in the art should recognize 
this status condition . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
system of Cannon for not necessary to protect an electronic device which is ascertained as not 
susceptible due to the severe weather characteristic from the notified weather event . 

Regarding claim 24, The computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication 
server (30) for receiving / determining the weather event such as severe weather / local storm / 
winds alert warning [ col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]. 

Regarding claim 25, Cannon does not mention the ascertaining includes querying a database of 
the computer system . 

However, Cannon does disclose the computer system (10) is connected to a weather 
service communication server (30) for receiving / determining the weather event such as local 
storm / wind alert warning [ col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]; 

- the computer system (1 0) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area and prior to power down 
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of the computer system (10) which preferably saves data currently in the computer system to a 
hard drive system [ fig.2 5 col.2, lines 9-17 and col.3, lines 10-24 ] . Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ the system of Cannon for calling , 
questioning & monitoring attention to the severe weather characteristic accuracy. 

Regarding claims 26 & 31, The computer system (10) is automatically power down as a 
protection action when the severe weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the 
local area [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 and col.3, lines 10-24 ]. 

Regarding claim 30, The notification is received from a weather monitoring device as the 
weather service communication server (30) or radio , TV channel , by any radio frequency 
wireless communication [ figs.1,4, col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 11-33 ]; 

- the computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication server (30) for 
receiving / determining the weather event such as severe weather / local storm / winds alert 
warning [ col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]; 

- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 
and col.3, lines 10-24]. 
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5. Claims 7-9 , 12-20 & 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cannon et al. (U.S. 6,104,582) in view of Cragun (U.S. 6,177,873). 

Regarding claim 7, Cannon does not specifically disclose the notification of the weather event 
includes an indication of a geographic region for the weather event . 

Cragun teaches a weather warning system notify a user when weather alerts issued to 
geographic area of interest with area code or specific area / particular county such as tornado, 
high winds , hurricane , winter storm includes time of interval or time of the day by a 
communication link (310) [ figs. 1,3, col.2, lines 14-32 , col.7, line 65 to col.8, line 15 and 
abstract ]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
utilizing the teaching of Cragun in the system of Cannon for determining , monitoring and 
indicating a location to which the weather event may threaten to the residences . 

Regarding claim 8-9, Cragun teaches a weather warning system notify a user when weather alerts 
issued to geographic area of interest with area code or specific area / particular county such as 
tornado, high winds , hurricane , winter storm includes time of interval or time of the day by a 
communication link (310) [ figs.1,3, col.2, lines 14-32 , col.7, line 65 to col.8, line 15 and 
abstract ]. 
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Regarding claim 12, Cannon discloses a method for providing a device with protection from 
weather events [ figs. 1-2, col.2, lines 3-17 and col.3, lines 10-23 ] comprising: 

- receiving (32) a notification from a weather event / severe weather [ col.4, lines 11-17 and 
lines 58-67 ]; 

- determining (32) at least one weather characteristic as a local storm as a current location / 
wind alert warning [ col.2, lines 53-67 , col.4, lines 58 to col.5, line 19 ]; 

- a computer system (1 0) is connected to a weather service communication server (30) for 
receiving / determining the weather event such as local storm as a current location / wind alert 
warning [ col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]; 

- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 
and col.3, lines 10-24]. 

Cannon does not specifically disclose the notification of the weather event includes an 
indication of a geographic region for the weather event . 

Cragun teaches a weather warning system notify a user when weather alerts issued to 
geographic area of interest with area code or specific area / particular county such as tornado, 
high winds , hurricane , winter storm includes time of interval or time of the day by a 
communication link (310) [ figs.1,3, col.2, lines 14-32 , col.7, line 65 to col.8, line 15 and 
abstract ]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
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utilizing the teaching of Cragun in the system of Cannon for determining , monitoring and 
indicating a location to which the weather event may threaten to the residences . 

Regarding claims 13-14, The notification is received from a weather monitoring device as the 
weather service communication server (30) or radio , TV channel , by any radio frequency 
wireless communication [ figs. 1,4, col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 1 1-33 ]. 

Regarding claim 15, The computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication 
server (30) for receiving / determining the weather event such as severe weather / local storm / 
winds alert warning [ col. 3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]. 

Regarding claim 16, Cannon does not mention the ascertaining includes querying a database of 
the computer system . 

However, Cannon does disclose the computer system (10) is connected to a weather 
service communication server (30) for receiving / determining the weather event such as local 
storm / wind alert warning [ col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]; 

- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area and prior to power down 
of the computer system (10) which preferably saves data currently in the computer system to a 
hard drive system [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 and col.3, lines 10-24 ] . Therefore, it would have 
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been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ the system of Cannon for calling , 
questioning & monitoring attention to the severe weather characteristic accuracy. 

Regarding claim 17, The computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection 
action when the severe weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ 
fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 and col.3, lines 10-24 ]. 

Regarding claim 18, Cannon does not specifically disclose the notification of the weather event 
includes an indication of a geographic region for the weather event . 

Cragun teaches a weather warning system notify a user when weather alerts issued to 
geographic area of interest with area code or specific area / particular county such as tornado, 
high winds , hurricane , winter storm includes time of interval or time of the day by a 
communication link (310) [ figs.1,3, coL2, lines 14-32 , col.7, line 65 to col.8, line 15 and 
abstract ]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
utilizing the teaching of Cragun in the system of Cannon for determining , monitoring and 
indicating a location to which the weather event may threaten to the residences . 

Regarding claims 19-20, The notification is received from a weather monitoring device as the 
weather service communication server (30) or radio , TV channel , by any radio frequency 
wireless communication [ figs.1,4, col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 11-33 ]; 
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- the computer system (10) is connected to a weather service communication server (30) for 
receiving / determining the weather event such as severe weather / local storm / winds alert 
warning [ col.3, lines 10-24 and col.4, lines 8-19 ]; 

- the computer system (10) is automatically power down as a protection action when the severe 
weather is predicted , imminent or currently occurring in the local area [ fig.2, col.2, lines 9-17 
and coL3, lines 10-24]. 

Regarding claim 27, Cannon does not specifically disclose the notification of the weather event 
includes an indication of a geographic region for the weather event . 

Cragun teaches a weather warning system notify a user when weather alerts issued to 
geographic area of interest with area code or specific area / particular county such as tornado, 
high winds , hurricane , winter storm includes time of interval or time of the day by a 
communication link (310) [ figs.1,3, col.2, lines 14-32 , col.7, line 65 to col.8, line 15 and 
abstract ]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
utilizing the teaching of Cragun in the system of Cannon for determining , monitoring and 
indicating a location to which the weather event may threaten to the residences . 

Regarding claim 28-29, Cragun teaches a weather warning system notify a user when weather 
alerts issued to geographic area of interest with area code or specific area / particular county 
such as tornado, high winds , hurricane , winter storm includes time of interval or time of the day 



f 
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by a communication link (310) [ figs.1,3, col.2, lines 14-32 , col.7, line 65 to col.8, line 15 and 
abstract ]. 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

- Gropper (U.S. 5,781 ,852) Alert receiver interface. 

- Masone et al. (U.S. 6,121,885) Combination smoke detector and severe weather warning 
device. 

- Vanderable (U.S. 6,204,761) Weather alert system. 

- Lamb (U.S. 6,329,904) Apparatus and method for providing weather and other alerts. 



Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Hung T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-6796. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00am to 5:30pm. 



Application/Control Number: 10/092,171 
Art Unit: 2636 



Page 16 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hofsass, Jeffery can be reached on (703) 305-4717. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 872-9314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 




Examiner: Hung T. Nguyen 



Date: 



August 18, 2003 



